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Message from the Desk of Principal, Hiralal Bhakat College

Hiralal Bhakat College, Nalhati is a premier institute of higher education in the district of Birbhum. It is pursuing
the excellence in teaching- learning methods. It has already set up an exemplary standard in pursuing higher
education which is recognised by the highest body of assessment and accreditation in the country. It has scored
well for its graduate outcome and perception.

Department of Geography is one of the leading department of our College. During pandemic situation it has taken
effective measures to reach every student through online platforms. Besides taking regular classes and keeping
constant contact with the students it has successfully organised student seminar of various semesters.

This online magazine of the department is the outcome of the online seminar held recently. | hope, Geography
department will lead other departments in the journey of attaining excellence in higher education.

Mok, Sl
Principal
Hiralal Bhakat College
Nalhati. Birbhum

Principal ’
Jiralal Bhakat Colleg:
NllhltI.Birhhuw
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“In order to mitigate the losses and to prevent
disaster situation local community, country and the
international environment should be prepared’’.
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postcolonial  introspections and  thereby

| would like to be critically
foregrounding his relevance as a practical

engaged with some of Tagore’s works e.g. “The environmentalist to combat the threat of Global

Religion of the Forest”, “Tapoban” and “The Warming and Climate Change in the twenty-first

Message of the Forest” and show Tagore as an century. While dealing with “The Religion of

eco-conscious writer who, way back in the first the Forest” we have to trace back the time that

two decades of the twentieth century anticipated
some of the fundamental premises of the recent
discourses of environment. | shall also try to
historicise this Green Reading of Tagore in its

contributive aspect to his anti- colonial rather
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defies the very notion of the importance of
forest, put forward in this essay to a Bengali
essay, ‘“Tapoban” anthologised in his book
Santiniketan and written between 1909 and

1916. In another lecture, “The Message of the


mailto:suddhasattwabanerjee@gmail.com

Forest” we find the key ideas of the essay under
discussion. We have to take these three texts into
our critical span to get a coherent picture of
Tagore’s Green Writing and in this context I
would like to trace certain aspects in them that
move beyond the well-defined premise of
Ecocriticism and enters into the realm of the
idea of living in complete coherence with nature.
This journey beyond Green Writing is a result of
Tagore’s organic way of thinking, reading and
writing with a unigue gesture in an age when
everything was fast transforming into abject
mechanisation. His broad ecological perspective
grew and matured over time and eventually
recycled to meet the demands of his

contemporary history. His pantheistic vision was
flexible enough to incorporate within it the
Upanishadic philosophy of material
renunciation, self-determination and the search
for the divine infinite in nature. According to
him the kernel of India’s value system is that of
reconciliation of the diverse. This is the teaching
of the hermitage, which is inscribed in the
cultural memory of India: The hermitage shines
out in all our ancient literature, as the place
where the chasm between man and the rest of
creation has been bridged. Citing the texts like
Abhigyanam Shakuntalam, Kumara Sambhabam
and The Ramayana, he observes a symbiotic
relationship between man and nature in the vast
biosphere of the forest. He even notices that that
the entropy of material wealth and prosperity
was gradually threatening this equilibrium and

the poems of Kalidasa contained according to

Tagore “a warning against the gorgeous
unreality of that age, which like a Himalayan
avalanche was slowly gliding down to an abyss

of catastrophe”.

Juxtaposing Europe’s mastery over the
elements of nature through the use of machines
to the Indian ideal of syncretism, Tagore views:
“For us the highest purpose of this world is not
merely living in it and making use of it, but
realizing our own selves in it through expansion
of sympathy; not alienating ourselves from it
and dominating it, but comprehending and
uniting it with ourselves in perfect union”. Thus
the synonymity between external and internal
nature is established through the word
‘Sacchidananda’. It is for this reason that,
according to Tagore, Rama could become a hero
even in his exile, by sympathising with nature,
not by dominating it.So, for Tagore nature was
manifest not as an inanimate periphery; rather it
came up as the sublime centre around which our
lives evolve: That is why, when Sita was taken
away, the loss seemed to be so great to the forest
itself. Interestingly, this perception of Tagore

anticipates two recent ecocritical coinages.

The symbiotic equilibrium that Tagore
saw in ancient Indian civilization has been
recently termed as the ‘Biotic Community’ in an
alternative manner by the Norwegian ecocritic
Arne Naess. Influenced by the Buddhist
Doctrine of the non-harming of all beings, Naess
views Biotic Community as a constellation of

interconnected human and non-human entities.



Its balance must be preserved to secure the
future Ecosphere as a whole. The establishment
of Brahmacharyashrama in Santiniketan, then,
can be simultaneously seen as the reiteration of
an alternative cultural and Biotic Community
where students were educated to be one with
nature and not to harm its balance in any way.
Education was a means to attain this union,
rather than becoming an end in itself. James
Lovelock, in another instance, puts forward his
‘Gaia Hypothesis’ which foregrounds a complex
and multifaceted entity involving earth’s
Biosphere, atmosphere, oceans and soil. It is a
totality constituting a proportionally organic
system that operates like a living organism.
Tagore’s poetic, rather philosophical perception
could initially sense this now-available
ecological doctrine in a much earlier time. We
are familiar with the notion of history as a
repository of human phenomena. Nature is seen
as a cultural construct that is made available to
us through multiple discursive practices, which
undermines the over-determined relationship
between nature and culture and the very

existence of an essential nature in the reality.

When in his “The Message of the
Forest”, Tagore views, “Man’s history is
organic, and deep-seated life-forces work
towards its growth” he seems to radically
deconstruct this position. In his essay “Tapoban”
Tagore notes that the geographic, rather
climatological location of a race is one of the

key components in determining its cultural fate,

and the collective mental structure also. So, the
race that was nurtured by the sea-shore excelled
in commerce, people whose spiritual appetite
was not satiated in the barren and hostile climate
of the desert, eventually turned towards
conquering material wealth. Similarly, the
untamed nature in the form of sea posed before
the explorers of Europe the challenge to fight
and dominate over it. The reason behind this
belligerent attitude of Europe towards non-
Europe then actually lies in the natural setting in
which the civilization has flourished. Tagore
through this ‘greening’ of his perception of
historiography was actually writing against the
colonial paradigms of writing history: a history
that had been reduced to some empirical

database of anthropocentric phenomena.

Unlike Gandhi’s pre-modern rather anti-
modern village community, he initially
embraced technological modernity to give the
villages a financial uplift. The intention was to
draw some virtuous result out of it. But Tagore
was increasingly becoming aware of the breach
between the possibility and the outcome. In the
name of global progress, technological
modernity was slow-poisoning human morals,
breeding avarice by the capitalist enclosure of
humanity, whereas, globalization meant for him
the globalization of values. The extreme
idealization of rationality and technology put
forward by Europe was for Tagore antithetically
menacing for human salvation. In another essay

Tagore pessimistically notes, “Today our homes



have dissolved into hotels, community life is
shifted in the dense and dusty atmosphere of the
office, man and woman are afraid of love” and
wonders whether science can at all be
‘humanized’. He left it entirely upon science “to
bring back sanity to the human world by
lessening the opportunity to gamble with
fortune”. In his last years this feeble faith on the
prospect of a fruitful application of technology
would also go “bankrupt altogether”. So far I
have tried to show Tagore as a Theorist, who
was aware of his environment. But his
negotiation with environmentalism was not
limited only to abstract theorization. The rural
reconstruction work at Sriniketan bears a
practical example of it. His insistence on the
development  of  cottage-industries,  the
introduction of festivals like Vriksharopana (tree
planting) and Halakarshana (ploughing) posit
him as an activist who was painstakingly trying
to restore the values, lost in the ancient Indian
civilization and to relocate it in his ‘modern’
hermitage: Visva-Bharati. Ecocriticism,
according to Glotfelty, is at present a
“predominantly white movement”, arguably
lacking the institutional support-base to engage
fully with multicultural and cross-cultural

concerns.

Tagore’s works which are being
discussed interestingly provide us with this
alternative perspective much before even the
inception of ecocriticism. Ecological concerns

came to Tagore being interwoven with moral,

rather ethical issues. He could not find any
chasm between them because, for him nature
was an embodiment of the divine morality:
something that man was supposed to reveal in
his personality. This attitude paved his way
towards the cosmopolitan, rather universal
dissemination of values, which defied any kind
of socio-cultural codification or chronological
specificity. Green writing is not a stable form of
reaction to a stable problem. In our neo-colonial
reality, global warming has come up as a
threatening offspring of European late-capitalist,
rather consumerist vision of economic progress,
in a more disastrous manner than what was there
in the time of Tagore. Shall we still not pay any
heed to his word when he says, “For India to
force herself along European lines of growth
would not make her Europe, but only a distorted
India”. It is not only a conscious attempt to
deviate from the European way of
ecoconsciousness, but it is also a recognition on
the part of Tagore to recognize and reiterate the
Natural as the force that sustained man. Tagore
also recognized that to generate this awareness
and respect he required a language of spirituality
and deification that would formalize and
aestheticize this awareness to inculcate the sense
of importance of nature among his fellow
citizens and ashramites. The poetic, aesthetic,
environmental and the pedagogic came together
within these works as Tagore wore a mythical
presence of nature within the human and it is
startling to find the relevance of Tagore’s

thoughts in the modern ecological theorizations
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like Nicholas Polunin’s Growth Without Eco
Disaster and Henry Frankfort’s Kingships and
the Gods.
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From the Precambrian era to Cenozoic Era the

history of originating geography lies. The formation
of the earth started about 4.5 billion years ago. Then
eventually the term “Geography” was coined by a
Greek scholar, named Eratosthenese. Though the
term “Geography” was unknown before, but the
quest to learn the facts were started already. Later on,
the term “Geography” was known to all as a subject.
The subject has widespread nature, which was later
explained briefly by Richard Hartshorne in his book
“The Nature of Geography”. With the phase of time,

the dimensions and the nature of the subject reached

*Corresponding author
E-mail address: biplob.sen1993@gmail.com

a new height. As the dynamic nature of the subject
and vast study area, the subject unfolds huge scope
for the Geographers to study the temporal shift and
new dimensions. From ancient to modern times the
insight of the Geographers gave birth to several new
branches of Geography. In the early period of
studying Geography, the main focus was on the
Physical perspectives. Then the focus of the subject
was shifted towards man environmental relationships.
In the ancient period, Geography grew out of the
exploration, mapping, observation, and speculations
from the observations. It is hard to trace the actual

time of diffusion and spread of geographical

12
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knowledge. The archaeological evidence collected
from different civilizations gave a primary idea of the
history of geographical knowledge. Hence different
civilizations of the world contributed several facts,
the collage of all contributed facts eventually flourish
the geographical diverse knowledge. Before the rise
of the Hellenic culture, geography was treated as a
subjective domain of the surface of the earth. After
the rise of the Hellenic culture, Phonecians
contributed important knowledge to the subjective
domain. The Greek scholars are notable in the ancient
geographical era. Several Greek scholars like Homer,
Thales, Hecataeus, Anaximander, Eratosthenes,
Plato, Aristotle, and Herodotus are remarkable. They
discovered the direction of the wind, various
geometric techniques, world maps, the circumference
of the earth, etc. After the Greeks, Roman, Chinese,
Indian scholars contributed important aspects to the
subject. The modern era in Geography started with
the scholarly works the American, French, Britain,
German and Soviet scholars. With the work of
modern Geographers, the approach to study
geography has been changed. Like the regional
approach was shifted towards systematic approach. In
this context Hartshorne-Schafer debate  was
important. Later on, the scientific and systematic
approach to study geography started at the beginning
of the Quantitative Revolution. Thus the subjective
domain of Geography became vast, more meaningful,
and scientific. The paradigm shift of geographical
knowledge brings geography to the postmodern era.
Thus the cohesiveness between Geographers and
Geography from the ancient to modern era broadens

the changing nature of Geography.
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What is Biodiversity Hotspot
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World some Major Biodiversity Hotspot:
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South America:-1) Atlantic forest 2) Cerrado.3)
Chilean winter rainfall-valdivian forest .4) Tropical
Andes.

South Asia:-(1)Eastern Himalayan,india( 2)indo-
barma (3)india and mayanmar (4) Western ghat and
srilanka.

North and Central America :-(1) California
Floristic province.(2)Caribbean Island .(3) Madrean
pine oak woodlands.

Eupore and Central Asia:-1) Caucasus 2) lrano -
Anatolian 3) Mediterranean basin 4) mountains of
central Asia.

South East Asia and Asia Pacific:-1) East
Melanesian Island 2) New Calendonia.3) New
Zealand.

East Asia:- 1) Japan .2) Mountains of Southwest
China.

America:-1) Cape Floristic Region. 2) Coastal
Forests of Eastern American 3) Eastern
Afromontance 4) Guinean Forrest of West Africa.
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Unique World Dictionary (9 Hazard 9 J1saT Sfo#1%
M8 WY 7Y, [F9m, [N, Shr=S 161, Y|

EN‘[GT &% Cambridge English Dictionary (© <l
RWACR “Something that is dangerous and likely to cause
damage.” Wflg fFg GV I WRIGSF 8 V[T Hfoq
FIAY ©12 26 LI

LIS Oxford Dictionary (© I (IR “A
danger or risk” w2fie f3om =4 qrAdIov|

www.dictionary.com & TLII9CF “an avoidable danger
or risk, even through often foreseeable” T MBI
AR

31F e [fon (ofasma 8 [fos S1egR (qew
3R] BN

GITSSTSTIR SR g1 WHisY =67 SFFS A N
BRI SAfo® qNN JFOI ToAT T HGANN STNIG
RN OO ARS I 32 WGF 7MW 8
AR I8 6 e I (T G5 [NoFw =M
QIR R 1 TEINT =TT |

United Nations Centre for Human Settlement S %3l
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TR (PN AFOF Lo BRI o (A OB
TS 9T =W

Y548 A NI (SINAF 6. IF. (FITRG O
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Yobo SITE G Z3(6! JICATRA- 71T =6 AHeF
O T 28T I 4 [T WIF T G 8
SHRE 5F© FE |

oo A . fS. Y& “Business of Risk” <IN
ANNFEF P, TSI BF© FaRA|

o8y S (Y FRAICER AFoF O ST 28w
TG T NI TG 8 AIHNE FoAS FE, O3

iRl

200% N TGN § WMAF Afomn Sz A=A
ARG SgRre a6 oAfFw 8 aAfsfFTR saw
oAl I AFfod 8 VKPS GorIR =Y A A
(6 FO55TFS, 5N G611 T fI2(% ToTT 1"

2008 A FeABIo] RYRAITATTT WLNHNF IS WK
PRERA AN I 46 o4Ff6 (&S

TOIfGH, Worad A1 AfH RO RS T3 5707
THRS TG TG |

2004 S S FR YA SN 43
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(AT, WRIF BT FIET V0O fAF #1947 “dus’ 23TAG
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AL T (3 *<1 GGroR (GfSIeaT~IT 43T
(AT A0, T Y 20T 1 530 70|
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SN Ry 3% " |
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Introduction
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What Is Hazard Study?
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T fAfew ewm e fReEdT Fa1 I
©OI® JT Hazard study (|
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90


mailto:titli5495@gmail.com

Y A6 AFAT AT TR AT T
T Sfowmel 8 W ST FA© M|

Background

RS T a AEF WA FAA (T 9% N
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21 e Siw 8w sy a7 afg 2 Fe
T 99 SWEJH [TFT T T ARF
S TAfe TOEN BT (@R AT O
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AR ST @@ (8 A
TRYREF  IE ST AEI@E e
GRS ool T [T ol |

S, 5% WETE T AT JRESE e
BT TEET A3 Wy g 8fFT sy
95 ANFRT TFe (PISE ST ST
SEE FE OMAIAT TIFFE G FHI@H
afeft (FafReT T 97 TEE Toa|

2. ST WIE F YA¥ TFe (WIS
@, SR, HE, USA, FARGT 2w
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AHIT (FE NG 3P| 93 I (FUSf©
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Approch to Hazard Study
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S. YT ‘iﬁ‘@ﬁ? (Traditional Approach)—
Terel BFA AN U@ AeEF g TR
(P SR A1 N ©F T S
S@EF WO (TeIeEl W@ FHel I3
TS RET WE Y81 SRR AN g1
o ffew g ©fti e Ye1sT@ fefes@
MG W RS A WGF 3T
TR e mse giget fa@ fow
SETTEAT PRT 2

2. AfIETTTS famgeaTagRe

(Environmental Deterministic Approach) -
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AT 3TF FFfod FoF [EET FE|
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AT FS AR

8. AGIT Tt ‘iﬁ'\?ﬁ? (Behavioural
Approach) —[A@afefesF T A QIC)
351 a6 I ©F yfeeH FEN e
PIECIEdEe 15 C I C CEE O - B ) | ) 63
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e g i (@ gk gefie enw
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9. FEITF '{Iim"ﬂ (Applied Approach) ---
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8 SEEl FEI ©fFFs AW WERY e
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v. Interactive Approach—I¥« (F=11 Hazard
AnalysishFaT Tl ©FF ST T Y&
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approach (T
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22 T FIE 5T REN FAAT T 17 2049 —
o7 sf7 afow 2@, 31 f[{esm on @ fafa
MT28.2% |

* 1998-2017 fArFGT =T SaMA FITOR AN A7
726 Ffere S Hfosy T, I1 Ao (6 [y
SARATE A T 16 % |

* 1998-2017 BT G AT HAATT FIHS
G JfAas O RFW T TN T
RS AT 1330 AT T8.a%. TNF ofAF 33T
ToTT AR, IM 943 T NI AT FFFng
Tt TR @ (17 46 %) |

National Hurricane Centre- 99 (9, 1963 - 2012
b g TR@T Se eIER FAIS B
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